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In  order  to  establish  a  meaningful  process  for 
improving  Boston's  neighborhoods,  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  is  undertaking  a "District 
Planning  Program."   Dorchester  is  the  first  in    i 
a  series  of  systematic  planning  efforts  to  be     ' 
intitiated  under  this  program  in  neighborhoods 
throughout  the  City.   The  major  focus  of  the 
District  Planning  Program  in  Dorchester  v;ill 
be  to  ensure  that  new  improvement  programs 
reflect  the  needs  of  the  community  as  expressed 
by  its  residents  in  mutual  cooperation  v;ith  the 
City's  administration. 

To  this  end,  the  District  Planning  staff  will 
assist  the  community  in  the  establishment  of 
a  Citizen's  Planning  Council  v/hich  would  bring 
together  people  from  all  over  Dorchester  v/ho 
represent  a  cross-section  of  community  interests 
and  needs. 

The  main  products  of  the  Dorchester  District 
Planning  Program  will  be: 

1.  A  report  on  existing  conditions,  problems, 
assets  and  opportunities  in  Dorchester. 

2.  The  establishment  of  a  .process  for: 

(a)  undertaking  immediate  actions  to 
meet  pressing  needs 

(b)  developing  longer  range  plans  for 
programmed  improvement  of  public  facilities, 
housing,  recreation,  business  and  industry 
and  other  subjects  of  community  interest. 

In  addition,  the  BRA  staff  will  develop 
interim  reports  on  specific  issues  and  on 
the  entire  program  as  required  by  the 
Citizen's  Planning  Council. 

This  report  and  its  surranary  on  Dorchester's 
northern  neighborhoods  represent  the  first 
products  of  the  Dorchester  District  Planning 
Program.   These  reports  can  be  used  to  develop 
a  coramon  understanding  of  the  assets,  prob- 
lems and  opportunities  for  maintaining  Dor- 
chester as  a  desirable  residential  community 
within  Boston. 

/ 
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DORCHESTER  DISTRICT  PU-IZJING    STUDY 

I.    DESCRIPTION  OF  EXISTING  CHARACTERISTICS 

A.    HISTORICAL  DEVELOPMENT 

In  1630,  when  the  to:-/n   of  Dorchester 
was  founded,  its  boundaries  stretched 
from  the  neck  of  Boston  peninsula  to 
the  Rhode  Island  border.   By  1700, 
the  tov/n's  land  holdings  diminished 
roughly  to  its  present  size. 

The  topography  of  Dorchester  offered 
its  earliest  settlers  a  variety  of 
occupations.   The  lengthy  shoreline 
was  envisioned  for  shipping  and 
trading,  but  neither  prospered. 
Inland,  the  gentle  slopes  interrupted 
here  and  there  by  four  hills  provided 
suitable  farmland. 

Until  the  mid~19th  century,  Dorchester 
was  predominantly  farmland  dotted  with 
small  community  centers  at  the  cross- 
ways  of  the  main  roads  leading  to 
Boston  and  Roxbury.   The  most  important 
centers  were  at  Upha.-as  Corner,  Meeting 
House  Hill  and  Edw-ard  Everett  Square. 

The  isolated  rural  character  of 
Dorchester  v/as  to  change  radically 
in  the  last  quarter  of  the  century, 
beginning  in  1856  \:r.en   the  first 
horsedrawn  street  railroad  line 
established  service  through  the 
South  End  to  Roxbur-y  Crossing.   The 
beginning  of  the  development  coincided 
with  the  annexation  of  the  tovm  by 
the  City  of  Boston  in  1869  v/hich 
brought  v;ater  and  sev/er  lines  and 
expanded  street  car  services. 
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Within  twenty  years,  there  v/ere  four 
street  car  lines  operating  through 
the  area.   The  nev;  services  and 
greater  accessibility  to  Boston 
transformed  Dorchester  from  farm- 
lands to  "street  car  suburbs"  of 
an  expanded  major  city. 

The  first  commuters  were  wealthier 
families  who  built  homes  near  station 
stops  or  along  the  lines.   These  were 
substantial  late  Greek  Revival  or 
early  Victorian  ho.-r.es. 

In  the  1870' s,  large  numbers  of 
middle  income  fajnilies  moved  to 
Dorchester.   The  former  farms 
offered  large  traces  of  land  v;hich 
were  rapidly  subdivided. 

VJhere  a  street  car  stop  and  arterial 
streets  came  together,  stores, 
churches,  and  sometimes  schools  v/ere 
built  to  serve  the  new  suburban 
residents. 

Several  farm  village  clusters  grew 
with  the  increase  of  population 
around  them.   Other  clusters,  however, 
were  largely  the  v;ork  of  the  nev; 
streetcar  transportation  network. 

The  appearance  of  cross  tovm  street 
car  lines  connecting  Dorchester  to 
Roxbury  and  points  further  west 
provided  the  impetus  for  further  resi- 
dential development  in  Dorchester. 
This  new   housing  took  the  form  of 
the  three  decker  and  other  multiple 
unit  structures  and  was  constructed 
by  builders  on  the  available  vacant 
land  v;hich  usually  V3S  distant  from 
the  original  linear  street  car  lines. 
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This  building  boon  continued  into 
the  very  early  20th  century  and 
exliausted  itself  v;hen  all  the  land 
was  completely  developed. 

B.    POPULATION 

By  1960,  the  northern  portion  of  the 
Dorchester  study  area  was  inhabited 
by  over  79,000  persons.   Historically, 
the  vast  majority  of  this  populace 
has  been  Irish  Catholic.   Inter- 
spersed throughout  the  area,  hov;ever, 
are  small  enclaves  of  Italians, 
Canadians,  Poles  and  Jev/s.   In 
recent  years,  the  migration  of  non- 
whites  into  Roxbur-y  has  begun  to  move 
along  the  western  edge  of  Dorchester 
and  along  the  lower  portions  of  Savin 
Hill.   In  addition,  the  Columbia 
Point  Housing  Project,  constructed 
during  the  1950' s,  has  many  non-whites 
as  residents. 

Consistent  with  the  pattern  of  popula- 
tion movements  in  large  central  cities 
in  the  United  States  since  the  end  of 
World  War  II,  young  people  have  been 
moving  to  the  suburbs  leaving  their 
parents  and  grandparents  behind. 
The  result  has  been  that  the  study 
area  lost  approximately  3,700  residents 
between  1950  and  1960.   The  sections 
most  severely  affected  by  this  popula- 
tion loss  were  Fields  Corner,  Meeting 
House  Hill,  Uphams  Corner  and 
Southa.mpton. 
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With  a  median  family  income  of  $6,082, 
in  1960,  compared  v/ith  $5,747  for  the 
City  as  a  v/hole,  residents  of  most  of 
the  Dorchester  study  area  had  incomes 
slightly  higher  than  those  in  other 
parts  of  the  City. 

C.   HOUSING 

Housing  in  Dorchester  is  predominantly 
oivner-occupied  triple  deckers  which  pro- 
vide spacious  living  accommodations  at 
moderate  rents.  Constructed  at  the  turn 
of  the  century,  hov.-ever,  many  are  in  need 
of  modernization  and  repair.   Nearly  2,500 
housing  units  (al>oat  10>^  of  the  housing 
supply)  v;ere  classified  as  either  deter- 
iorating or  dilapidated  in  1960.   This 
represented  an  increase  of  more  than  44% 
over  the  ten-year  period  1950  to  1960. 
No  exact  figures  are  available  for  the 
years  since  then.   Hov;ever,  our  recent 
Dorchester  District  Plan  reconnaissance 
survey  of  the  area  indicates  that  the 
dovmward  trend  in  housing  conditions  has 
not  subsided. 
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CHANGES  XN  SUBST^JIDARD  HOUSING  IN 

NORTHERN 

DORCHESTER  BY  NEIGHBORHOOD 

1950 

Neighborhood 

1950 

Percent 

Change 

1950-60 

Codman  Square, 
North 

225 

371 

+  64.8 

Columbia  Point 

0 

3 

-  ■ 

Fields  Corner 

509 

674 

+  32.4 

Meeting  House  Hill 

228 

383 

+  67.9 

Savin  Hill 

.  521 

949 

+  82.1 

Southampton 

0 

0 

- 

Uphams  Corner,  East 

210 

60 

-71.4 

TOTAL 

1693 

2440 

+44.1 

Source:   U.  S.  Census  of 

Housing 

1950-60 
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Throughout  the  Dorchester  area,  very 
fev;  new  private  housing  units  have 
been  constructed  since  the  triple 
decker  boom  of  the  late  19th  century. 
For  example,  only  85  units  were  built 
between  1950  and  1950.   While  our 
reconnaissance  survey  taken  in 
summer,  1968,  reveals  considerable 
rehabilitation  activity  in  the  area, 
only  a  fev;  pockets  of  housing, 
including  a  221(d)(3)  development, 
several  low  rise  apartment  buildings 
and  a  few  single  family  houses,  v;ere 
noted. 

In  1960,  according  to  the  U.  S. 
Census,  the  median  gross  rent  for 
apartments  in  the  study  area  ($84 
month)  v/as  considerably  higher  than 
that  for  the  entire  area  of  Dorchester 
($71  month)  .   Hov;ever,  v;hile  rent 
levels  have  soared  greatly  in  many 
parts  of  Boston  since  then,  rents  in 
Dorchester  have  increased  only 
moderately. 

Presently,  according  to  estimates  by 
local  realtors,  sales  prices  for  two- 
family  houses  in  Dorchester  range 
from  $13,000  to  $22,000.   Rents  in 
these  buildings  range  from  $60  per 
month  to  $115  per  m.onth  v/ith  the 
average  being  $85-90.   These  rental 
figures  do  not  include  heat  which 
V70uld  add  approximately  $15  to  the 
monthly  rates.   SaZes  prices  for  the 
three-family  (triple  decker)  are 
slightly  lov;er  than  the  tv;o- family 
variety  ranging  from  $12,000  to 
$22,000  v;ith  an  average  of  $17,000 
to  $17,500.   Rents  in  these  buildings 
range  from  $60  to  $95  per  month 
without  heat,  the  average  being 
between  $75  and  $85  per  month. 
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D.    GENERALIZED  LAND  USE  MTD 
BUILDING  CONDITIONS 

Land  use  information  leads  to  an 
understanding  of  the  nature  of 
existing  conditions  and  provides  an 
important  base  of  data  from  v;hich  to 
plan  improvements.  Via  general  land 
use  surveys  which  v/ere  completed  as 
a  part  of  the  reconnaissance  survey, 
seven  major  uses  of  land  were 
identified  and  mapped:   residential, 
conuaercial,  mixed  residential  and 
comraercial,  institutional,  industrial 
and  vacant. 

In  general,  Dorchester  is  predominantly 
a  residential  area. •  Housing  is  located 
in  all  sections  of  the  planning  area, 
as  well  as  along  the  fringes  of 
predominantly  industrial  and  commercial 
areas  near  the  Southeast  Expressway. 
Public  facilities,  such  as  schools, 
public  libraries,  police  and  fire 
stations,  as  v;ell  as  parks  and  play- 
grounds, are  located  throughout  the 
Dorchester  area  v;ithin  residential 
neighborhoods  and  along  major  streets. 
Many  of  these  are  old  and  in  fair  to 
poor  condition. 

In  addition  to  major  concentrations  of 
commercial  and  industrial  development 
in  the  study  area,  strips  of  both 
types  of  activities  v;ere  found  along 
major  streets.   Many  of  the  strip 
commercial  uses  are  found  on  the 
ground  floor  of  buildings  v/hich  have 
apartments  located  on  above  floors. 
In  some  cases,  these  buildings  v;ere 
designed  to  accorrjr.odate  both  uses, 
but  generally  store  fronts  have  been 
added  to  apartment  buildings. 
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These  strip  coimnercial  facilities 
provide  many  services  to  the 
community  despite  traffic  congestion, 
lack  of  parking  space,  and  their 
general  deteriorated  appearance. 
Vacant  land  is  found  scattered  through- 
out the  area.   VThile  there  are  a  fev; 
major  concentrations,  many  smaller 
parcels  are  located  within  residential 
neighborhoods  and  are  littered  and 
unsightly. 

Building  Conditions 

Knov/ledge  of  building  conditions  in 
an  area  will  also  provide  basic  data 
for  planning  improvenents.   Areas 
found  to  be  in  fair  or  poor  caidition 
may,  for  example,  qualify  for 
long-term,  lov;-interest  loans  or  code 
enforcement  projects.   Such  programs 
could  in  turn  check  this  grov,rth  of 
blighted  areas  and  provide  more  pleasant 
residential  neighborhoods. 

Generalized  building  condition  in 
Dorchester  can  be  described  as  fair 
v/ith  definite  concentrations  of  good 
and  poor  conditions  located  throughout 
the  area.   An  estimation  of  general 
building  condition  by  sub  area  as 
observed  in  the  1958  field  surveys 
follows. 

E.    DESCRIPTION  BY  NEIGHBORHOOD 

A  more  specific  description  of  land 
use,  building  conditions  and  other 
characteristics  in  the  Dorchester 
Planning  Area  via  its  neighborhoods 
follov;s. 
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1 .  Southampton  Avenue  Industrial, 
Area  .  -  This  predc.T.inantly  industrial 
area  is  located  in  the  northern  part 

of  Dorchester.   The  industrial  buildings 
are  in  generally  good  condition, 
especiiilly  those  located  around 
NevTmarket  Square.   Small  pockets  of 
residential  buildings  are  also  located  in 
this  area,  and  many  of  the  homes  are  in 
remarkably  good  condition  despite  their 
proximity  to  industrial  buildings.   The 
area  also  contains  large  tracts  of  vacant 
land. 

2.  Uphams  Corner,  Eastern  Portion  -  This 
portion  of  Uphams  Corner  is  a  predominajitly 
residential  comniunity.   However,  there  is 

a  large  industrial  area  in  the  northwest 
and  a  commercial  concentration  around 
Colujn}:)ia  Square  at  the  intersection  of 
Columbia  Road  and  Stoughton  Street.   The 
industrial  and  cor.-jr.ercial  uses  extend  into 
the  surrounding  residential  areas  bringing 
with  them  heavy  traffic  and  pockets  of 
residential  deterioration.   There  is  also 
a  lack  of  parking  space  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  shopping  facilities.   Housing^ 
however,  is  in  relatively  good  condition, 
but  deteriorates  closer  to  the  railv;ay 
tracks.   The  area  also  contains  a  community 
facilities  center  on  Columbia  Road  in  an 
old  municipal  building. 

3.  Savin  Hill  -  Savin  Kill  is  a  large 
residential  area  split  by  several  non- 
residential uses.   The  section  containing 
Savin  Hill  Park  is  separated  from  the  rest 
of  the  community  by  the  Southeast  Express- 
way.  In  addition,  a  lai^e  industrial 
concentration  along  the  v;est  side  of 

the  Penn  Central  tracks  is  contributing 
to  the  continued  deterioration  of  the 
area  from  Bay  Street  to  Freeport  Street. 
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These  industrial  and  e>cpressway  uses  also 
separate  the  residential  areas  from  Dor- 
chester' s  only  puJblic  waterfront  recreation 
facility,  Malibu  Beach, 

Although  consisting  of  a  mixture  of  in- 
compatible uses.  Savin  Hill  has  several 
assets.   The  housing,  except  for  scattered 
pockets  of  deterioration,  is  generally 
in  satisfactory  condition.  The  area 
affords  excellent  hilltop  viev7s  from  Gushing 
and  Sav;yer  Jvvenues  in  the  west  and  from 
Grarapiaji  V7ay  and  Savin  Hill  Avenue  in 
the  east.  Malibu  Beach,  if  properly 
developed  and  linked  to  the  commianity, 
would  provide  a  greater  source  of  recrea«» 
tion  for  the  residents  of  Savin  Hill  and 
nearby  communities. 

4.  Colunibia  Point  -  Columbia  Point  is  an 
area  built  primarily  on  land  fill  and 
consists  of  a  large  public  housing  project, 
an  antiquated  sev;erage  treatment  plant, 
Boston  College  High  School  B.n6   new  devel- 
opments such  as  a  large  shopping  center, 
tv;o  public  schools,  and  numerous  large 
commercial  activities.  Much  of  the  land, 
hov/ever,  remains  undeveloped.   The  one 
large  playground,  for  example,  is  unland- 
scaped,  laclcing  in  modern  equipment  and 
poorly  maintc'.ined.  Despite  nev;  develop- 
ment, the  peninsula  conuaunity  remains 
isolated  from  other  neighborhoods  of 
Dorchester. 

5.  Meeting  Plouse  Hill  -  Meeting  House 
Hill  is  a  predominantly  residential 
cornmijnity  characterized  by  gradually 
deteriorating  housing  and  several  large 
parcels  of  vacant  land.   There  are 
blighted  commercial  concent r at ionr.  aloi:ig 
Bowdoin  Street  and  Dorchester  Avenue, 
and  traffic  congestion  noeir  the  inter- 
sections.  Ronan  Park,  however,  is  a  defi- 
nite asset  to  the  convwanity .   This  large 
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recreation  area  is  situated  atop  a  hill 
and  provides  a  panoramic  viev/  of  Dorchester 
Bay. 

6*   Codman  Square  North  -  Codman  Sqiaare 
North  is  a  residential  community  composed 
of  sound  structures.   The  Eirea  west  of 
Washington  Street,  however,  is  beginning 
to  shov;  sicpis  of  deterioration.   Bulk 
storage  and  light  manufacturing  plants 
are  miKed  v/ith  ho.-p.ss  in  this  area  and 
much  property  neglect  is  evident  along  the 
Penn  Central  tracks.  The  area's  major 
comrrcarcial  concentrations  are  found  along 
Washington  Street  c'.nd  Geneva  Avenue,  and 
traffic  is  very  heavy  on  Washington  Street, 
especially  near  its  intersection  with 
Bowdoin  Street.   Many  of  these  comjaercial 
buildings  are  one  or  two  story  structures 
and  lack  off-street  parking,  further 
contributing  to  traiffic  congestion. 
This  part  of  the  cc-LTiunity  also  contains 
a  fev7  large  parcels  of  vacant  land, 

5»  Fields  Corner  -  The  Fields  Corner 
area  is  characterised  as  generally  deteri- 
orating v/ith  residential  uses  occupying 
less  than  half  of  its  land  area.  At 
least  one  third  of  the  dv/ellings  are  in 
poor  condition  requiring  major  repairs. 
Junkyards  aiid  industrial  buildings 
primarily  used  for  vrarehousing  and  light 
manufacturing  are  nixed  with  homes  betv;een 
Adams  Street  and  the  Penn  Central  tracks. 
This  mixture  of  incompatible  uses  along 
with  several  large  tracts  of  vacant  land 
is  also  found  eilong  Freeport  Street  betv;een 
Morrissey  Boulevard  and  the  Southeast 
Expressway.   Fields  Corner  is  also 
characterized  by  a  large  number  of  shopping 
facilities.  These  are  located  along 
Adajas  Street,  Freeport  Street  and 
especially  along  Dorchester  Avenue,   One 
of  the  nev;  shopping  centers  is  located 
in  this  vicinity. 
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Summary 


With^  the  exception  of  Sowtham.pton  and 
porLions  of  Fields  Corner,  Dorchester 
is  predominantly  residential  in  character. 
Housing  conditions  in  the  district  vary 
from  neighborhood  to  neighborhood.   Contri- 
butors to  deterioration  of  buildings  and 
facilities  in  these  neighborhoods  include 
o\7nership  neglect,  incompatible  mixtures 
of  land  uses  in  residential  neighborhoods 
and  old  age.   In  general,  Dorchester's 
best  environmental  conditions  are  to  be 
found  east  of  V7ashington  Street  near 
Codman  Square,  v/hile  the  Fields  Corner 
neighborhood  contains  some  of  the  area's 
worst  housing  conditions.   The  entire 
study  area,  however,  is  presently  in  a 
state  of  decline,  and  it  is  evident  that 
steps  v;ill  need  to  be  taken  if  its  quality 
as  a  stable,  residential  comjnunity  is 
to  be  preserved. 

P.    CO'iyMimiTY   FACILITIES 

The ^provision  and  improvement  of  community 
facilities  is  a  major  focus  of  the 
District  Planning  Prograxa.  A  discussion 
of  the  existing  facilities  and  their 
condition  is  impoii:ant  in  developing  a 
plan  for  their  improvement. 

The  follov7ing  paragraphs  describe  the 
status  of  public  as  v;ell  as  some  private 
community  facilities  in  the  Dorchester 
Planning  area, 

lo   Schools 

£Hfelic__Schools  -  During  the  1967-68 
school  year,  over  9,600  students  were 
enrolled  in  the  17  pixblic  schools  located 
m  the  Dorchester  District  Planning  Area. 
Although  a  public  senior  high  school  is 
not  located  in  the  study  area,  this  portion 
of  Dorchester  is  served  by  two  junior 
high  schools,  tv-o  middle  schools  and  thir- 
teen elementary  schools.   These  schools 
are  located  in  six  elementary  school 
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districts.   In  addition,  the  planning 
area  includes  portions  of  six  other 
elementary  school  districts,  but  the 
schools  are  not  located  in  the  planning 
area. 

Many  of  the  public  schools  are  small, 
old,  overcrov7ded  and  are  located  on 
inadequate  sites.   In  some  cases,  several 
small  schools  are  located  v/ithin  a 
few  blocks  of  each  other,  while  others  are 
dispersed  much  farther  apart.   Although 
the  study  area  has  two  of  the  city's 
newer  schools  (the  Dever  eind  O'Hearn), 
seven  of  the  area's  seventeen  schools 
v;ere  built  before  1910,   In  addition, 
the  "Sargent  Report"*  reconarnended  five 
schools  for  eventual  abandonment,  all  of 
which  are  currently. in  operation. 

The  follov/ing  table  lists  public  schools, 
their  districts,  grades,  and  1967-68 
enrollment  v/ithin  the  planning  areas 

Name  of     School  District  Grades  1967-63 
School  Enrol. 


Holmes  JHS 

• 

7-9 

525 

Cleveland  JHS 

7-9 

534 

McCorraack 

McComiack 

4-8 

919 

Russell 

Russell 

K+6-8 

519 

Clapp 

Russell 

K-5 

536 

Dever 

Dever 

K-3 

946 

Everett 

Everett 

K-6 

598 

Motley 

Everett 

K-6 

336 

Mather 

Mather 

K-6 

10S3 

Southvrar-th 

Mather 

K-3 

439 

Gushing 

Mather 

K-3 

299 

Rocliaritbeau 

HemenvTay 

K-5 

416 

O'Hearn 

Hemenvmy 

K-6 

431 

Marshall 

Marshall 

K-6 

845 

Chajnplain 

Marshall 

K-6 

429 

Stone 

Marshall 

K-6 

409 

Nightingale 

Marshall 

K-6 

376 

Total 

9460 

SOURCE:   Boston  School  Census  Oct.  1,1967. 
*  Boston  Schools  -  1962,  Harvard  University 
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Paroch-xal  Schools 

In  addition  to  the  above  public  schools, 
the  Dorchester  study  area  is  served  by 
eight  parochial  schools,  including  tv/o 
high  schools,  v;ith  a  total  enrollment 
of  approximately  4,900  pupils.   A 
listing  of  schools,  parishes,  grades, 
and  1967-68  enrollment  follows: 

School         Parish     Grades   1967-68 

Enrollment 


Boston  College  High  School 

9-12 

1306 

(boys) 

Msgr.  Ryan 

St .  Margaret 

9-12 

378 
(girls) 

St .  Williams 

St.  Williams 

1-8 

530 

St.  Peters 

St.  Peters 

1-8 

1044 

St.  Ariibrose 

St .  Ambrose 

1-8 

555 

St.  Kevin's 

St.  Kevin's 

1-8 

537 

St .  Margaret's 

St.  Margaret's  1-8 

617 

Totals        Elementary    3277 

Secondary    1624 

4901 

SOURCE:   Catholic  School  Directory  and 
Boston  Catholic  Directory 


2.    Parks  and  Recreation 

The  Dorchester  District  Planning  Area 
is  well  served  by  approximately  7  6 
acres  of  parks  and  recreation  facilities 
in  35  separate  locations.   The  major 
facilities  include  Malibu  Beach  (12.6 
acres),  Ronan  Park  (11.6  acres).  Savin 
Hill  Park  (8.3  acres),  Colimbia  Point 
Play  Area  (7.0  acres),  McDonnell  Park 
(6.20  acres)  and  Gibson-Doherty 
Playground  (5.8  acres).   Adjacent  to 
the  planning  area  are  such  large 
facilities  as  the  Colymibus  Park  (79 
acres)  and  Franklin  Field  (49  acres) 
which  provide  additional  recreational 
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opportunities  for  Dorchester  residents. 
While  acreage  in  recreation  facilities 
is  adequate  to  seir^/e  the  79,000  residents 
of  the  planning  area.,  the  condition  of 
most  of  these  facilities  is  poor  and  many 
are  in  need  of  repair  or  replaceinent . 
Many  of  the  playgrounds  and  playfields 
are  littered  v/ith  rubbish  and  broken 
glass,  landscaping  is  unkempt  and  play 
equipment  is  often  broken  or  missing. 
Such  conditions  cannot  be  counted  among 
the  community's  assets  and  it  is  obvious 
that  improvem.ent  programs  are  needed. 

A  listing  of  public  open  space  and  a 
map  showing  their  location  follov;s. 

PUBLIC  OPEN  SPACE  -  -DORCHESTER  DISTRICT 
PLAN"NING  AP^A 

Ncime  &  Operating 

_j^_gent Location Acres 

Metropolitan  District  Comjnission 

1.  Malibu  Beach      Morrissey  Blvd.    12.60 

2.  Savin  Hill  Beach  Morrissey  Blvd.     4.20 

16.80 

City  of  Boston 
Parks 

3.  Corbett  Park      V7ashington-         .94 

Claybourne 

4.  Mt.  Bowdoin  Park  Bov;doin-Mallov/  .58 

5.  Richardson  Square  Pond-Cottage  1.06 

6.  Savin  Hill  Park   Grampian  Way  8.26 

10.84 

Playfieljds 

7.  Ronan  Park        Adams  &  Mt .  Ida   11.65 

11.65 
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Playgrounds  and  Tot  Lots 


8. 

Ryan  Playground 

Dorchester- 
Harbor  Viev; 

.64 

9. 

Byrne  Playground 

Everett-Elm 

1.16 

10. 

Gibson-Doherty 

Dorchester- 
Geneva 

5.81 

11. 

McConnell  Park 

Springdale-Denny 

6.20 

12. 

Ripley  Playground 

Ripley -Harvard 

.86 

13. 

Tov/n  Meeting  Park 

Pleasant -Pond 

.22 

14.89 


School  Playgrounds 
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Champlain 

Athelv/ood-School 

15. 

Clapp 

Harvest 

16. 

Cleveland 

Charles-Taylor 

17. 

Gushing 

Robinson-Ronan  Pk. 

18. 

Dever 

Mt .  Ve  rnon 

19. 

Edv«/ard  Everett 

Pleasant-Sav;yer 

20. 

Holmes 

Athelv'ood-School 

21. 

Marshall 

v;estville-Tingman 

22. 

Motley 

Savin  Hill 

23. 

Mather  (South- 
worth) 

East  Parish 

24. 

Nightingale 

Park-PIerbert 

25. 

O'Hearn 

Centre-Dorchester 

26. 

Rocheirnbeau 

Gibson-Bishajn 

27. 

Russell 

Roseclair-Cclurnhia 

.74 
.32 
.99 
.43 

1.00 
.13 

1.65 
.56 

1.39 

2.22 

1.22 

.49 

.63 

.93 

12.70 


Malls  &  Squares 


28. 

Centervale  Park 

Upland-Bourne- 
side 

.22 

29. 

Goppens  Square 

Adams-Bowdoin 

.33 

30. 

Donovam  Park 

Meeting  House 
Hill 

1.29 

31. 

Drohan  Square 

Edison  Green 

.23 

32. 

Kane  Square 

Bowdoin-Hancock 

.04 

33. 

Tremlett  Square 

Tremlett-Hooper 

.16 

34. 

Wellesley  Park 

i;ellesley  Park 

.67 

2.94 
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Boston  Housing  Authority  ( BHA ) 

35.   Columbia  Point    Monticello  Play-  _  6.97 

ground  6.97 

TOTALS: 


MDC  Total 

16.80 

City  of  Boston  To 

tal 

59.99 

Parks 

10.84 

Playfields 

11.65 

Playgrounds 

21.86 

School  Playgds 

12.70 

Mall-Squares 

2.94 

Total 

. 

76.79 

3.   Other  Public 

Facilities 

Additional  public  facilities  are 
scattered  throughout  the  Dorchester 
study  area.   Again,  however,  many  of 
these  facilities  are  in  fair  condition. 

Libraries  -  Four  branches  of  the 
Boston  public  library  serve  the  planning 
district: 

Codman  Square  6  Norfolk  Street 

Fields  Corner  1  Arcadia  Street 

Mt.  Bowdoin  275  Washington  Street 

Branch 

Uphams  Corner  500  Columbia  Road 

Hospitals  * 
Three  hospitals  are  located  in  the 
planning  area  in  the  vicinity  of 
Uphajns  Corner.   St.  Margaret's  Hospital, 
90  Cushing  Avenue,  is  a  specialized 
obstetrics  and  gynecology  facility. 
In  addition,  the  Harley  Hospital, 
6  Windemere  Road,  and  St.  Mary's 

*  All  hospitals  in  the  study  area  are 
privately  operated  facilities. 
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Infant  Asylvim  and  Hospital  are  located 
nearby.   Although  no  general  hospitals  are 
located  in  the  planning  area,  Boston  City 
Hospital  and  the  Boston  University 
Medical  Center  are  easily  accessible  from 
Dorchester. 

Health  Clinics  -  Four  health  clinics 
are  located  in  the  planning  area: 

Coluinbia  Point  270  Mt .  Vernon  St. 

Codraan  Sq.  Library'  6  Norfolk  St. 

Rochambeau  School  60  Gibson  St. 

Municipal  Building  500  Columbia  Road. 

Each  of  these  clinics  offers  well  child 
care,  dental  clinic  and  TB  clinic  services. 
At  least  two  additional  clinics  are 
located  adjacent  to  the  planning  area; 
on  Blue  Hill  Avenue  at  Harvard  Street 
in  the  George  Robert  VJhite  Building,  and 
a  community  mental  health  clinic  at  Boston 
State  Hospital. 

Welfare  Offices  -  Four  welfare  offices 
are  located  in  the  planning  area: 

170  Hancock  Street 
20  V?est  Howell  Street 
Columbia  Point 


Police  Protection  and  Court s~Colurabia 
Road  provides  a  dividing  line  between  Police 
Districts,  #9  and  -^-11,  serving  the  planning 
area.   Station  Eleven  is  presently  located 
at  195  Adams  Street.   The  Old  Colony 
Division  of  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  Police  is  located  just  outside 
the  planning  area  on  Day  Boulevard.   In 
addition  to  the  tv;o  Boston  police  facilities, 
Dorchester  District  Court  is  located  near 
Codman  Square  at  510  VZashington  Street. 

Fire  Protection  -  The  Boston  Fire  Head- 
quarters and  three  fire  stations  are  located 
in  the  planning  area.   Headquarters  for  the 
area  are  at  115  Southampton  Street  and  a 

fire  station 
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is  located  nearby  at  900  Massachusetts 
Avenue.   Other  stations  are  located 
at  Uphams  Corner  (641  Columbia  Road) 
cind  near  Dorchester  Square  at  1  Parish 
Street. 

Municipal  Building  -  The  area ' s 
municipal  building  is  located  at  510 
Columbia  Road  and  houses  such  services 
as  a  health  clinic,  branch  library, 
auditorium  and  recreation  center. 

TRANSPORTATION  SYSTEM 

Transportation  has  greatly  influenced  the 
development  of  Dorchester  because  of  its 
location  in  the  southeast  transportation 
corridor  of  the  Boston  metropolitan  area. 
As  a  result,  freev;ays  and  rapid  transit 
lines  are  located  here  and  the  street 
system  is  strongly  oriented  in  a  north- 
south  direction. 

Roadv/ay  System 

The  present  highv;ay  system  provides 
access  to  dovmtovrn  Boston  as  well  as 
to  surrounding  communities.   Radial 
routes  such  as  Dorchester  Avenue,  the 
Southeast  Expressv;ay,  and  Morrissey 
Boulevard,  leading  from  dov/ntovm  Boston 
into  adjacent  suburban  areas  are  a 
consequence  of  historic  grov/th  patterns. 
Crosstovm  routes  such  as  Centre  Street, 
Savin  Hill  Avenue  and  Stoughton  Street, 
in  contrast,  are  generally  limited  in 
design  and  capacity. 

Although  most  of  the  streets,  with 
the  exception  of  peak  traffic  hours, 
can  adequately  handle  today's  volumes 
of  traffic,  there  is  little,  if  any, 
reserve  capacity. 
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Transit  Lines 


Five  rapid  transit  stops  serve  the 
study  area  providing  rapid  access  to 
dovmto\-m  Boston.   These  stops  include 
Andrew,  Columbia,  Savin  Hill,  Fielos 
Corner,  and  Shas'/inut.   Nxoraerous  bus 
routes  through  neighborhoods  link 
most  of  Dorchester  to  these  stops. 
The  Nev;  York,  Nev;  Haven  and  Hartford 
Railroad  forms  a  v;estern  boundary  for 
the  study  area,  but  this  line  carries 
mostly  freight  and  through  trains  v/ith 
no  passenger  service  to  Dorchester. 
Increase  in  use  of  this  line  can  be 
expected  v;hen  the  Nev/  York  bound 
service  is  transferred  here  from  the _ 
Southv7est  Expressv/ay  and  rapid  transit 
route . 
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H.    ECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS 

Industry 

For  the  most  part,  industry  In  the 
Dorchester  study  area  is  located  in  two 
areas:   Southampton  surrounding  Newmarket 
Square  and  Columbia  Point  along  Morrissey 
Boulevard,  where  most  of  the  expansion 
has  occurred  in  recent  years.   A  third 
large  area  zoned  for  industry  located 
north  of  Freeport  Street  in  the  Fields 
Corner  area  contains  m.arginal  uses  as  do 
the  several  other  smaller  industrial  sec- 
tions of  the  study  area. 

The  industry  located  in  the  Nevrmarket 
area,  apart  from  an  extensive  Sears 
Roebuck  freight  terminal  and  some  junk- 
yards, is  comprised  mostly  of  meat  pack- 
ing plants  and  related  food  industries. 
Meanwhile,  the  Colu-mbia  Point  area  contains 
the  Boston  Globe  Printing  Plant,  the  First 
National  Bank  Data  Processing  Center  and 
WHDH  Television  and  Radio  Headquarters. 

Commercial  Activity 

Commercial  ventures  are  spread  throughout 
the  study  area  in  strips  generally  follow- 
ing heavy  traffic  and  public  transporta- 
tion routes,  particularly  ^feshington 
Street  and  Dorchester  Avenue.   These  cora- 
■  mercial  activities  are  also  found  clustered 
at  intersections,  the  largest  of  which  are 
located  at  Fields  Corner  and  Columbia 
Square . 

Job  Opportunities 

Job  opportunities  vrithin  the  planning 
area  are  somewhat  limited.   Major  indus- 
trial employers  in  Dorchester  are  located 
in  the  Southampton  industrial  area^  or 
along  Morrissey  Boulevard  in  Columbia 
Point.   For  the  most  part,  the  industrial 
jobs  available  require  skilled  vjorkers, 
while  the  commercial  establishments  employ 
sales  and  clerical  personnel.   Studies  in- 
dicate that  most  of  the  area's  labor  force 
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travel'  to  area  outsice  Dorchester  for 
work.  .  In  order  to  increase  job  skills 
of  area  residents,  the  APAC  groups  are 
operating  job  training  centers  in  ; 

•  Dorchester.  •  •  i 

•  i 

■■■"'.  ! 

I.   COMT-lUi-TITY  ORGANIZATIC.^TS 

Dorchester  is  highly  organized  at  both 
the  district  and  neighborhood  levels. 
Residents  of  the  plEr_ning  area  look  to 
a  variety  of  organizations  for  leadership 
and  support  for  co.-.t: unity  endeavors. 
Very  often  these  groups  collaborate  on 
prisrticular  projects  vhich  involve  a  broad 
base  of  the  area's  population.   The  pre- 
dominant organizing  groups  are  the  Area 
Planning  Action  Councils  (A.PAC)  ,  10 
Neighborhood  Association  groups.  Churches, 
and  the  Settlement  ricuses.   Brief  descrip- 
tions of  these  orgsjnizations  follov/: 

1 .  Area  Plajminc  Action  Council  (APAC) 

Tv;o  APAC  groups  serve  the  Dorchester 
Planning  Area:   The  Dorchester  APAC  serves 
the  bulk  of  the  northern  portion  of  Dor- 
chester, while  the  Columbia  Point  APAC 
serves  the  residents  of  the  Point  Project. 
The  TiPACS  are  supported  by  Action  for 
Boston  Community  Development  (A3CD)  and 
focus  their  concerns  primarily  toward  the 
lower  income  persons  and  particularly 
the  tenants  living  in  the  area.   Examples 
of  their  programs  include  the  establi.  shment 
of  job  training  centers,  English  language 
progra.ms,  and  construction  of  tot  lots 
and  play  areas. 

2.  Neiqhborhr-oo  Associations 

All   eight  neighborhood   associations 
located   in  the   Stu-dy  Area   are   rrierabers  of 
the  Dorchester  United  Neighborhood  Associa- 
tion   (DUWA) .      Generally,    these    associations 
serve  three  main  rurroses: 
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a.  To  foster  neighborhood  ni.alntenance 
and  improvement  such  as  street  improvement, 
housing  rehabilitation  J  police  protection, 
parking,  civic  pride,  and  the  continuance 
of  the  social  and  residential  character  of 
neighborhoods . 

b.  To  promote  better  communication  of 
neighborhood  heads  v/ith  government  officials. 

c.  To  attack  specific  problems  on  an 
Ad  Hoc  basis.    For  example,  the  need  for 
a  playground  may  provide  an  impetus  to 
form  an  association.    After  the  need  is 
satisfied,  the  association  may  become  in- 
active and  remain  dormant  until  a  new  crisis 
arises . 

The  follovjing  is  a  list  of  these  associations 

Name  of 
Association 


Dorchester  United 

Neighborhood 

Association 


Organization  of  neigh- 
borhood associations 
v;ithin  Dorchester  area 


Columbia  Civic 
Association 


Con-cerned  v:ith  neigh- 
borhood im.proveraent , 
prevention  of  blight, 
and  civic  pride 


Columbia  Point  Im- 
provement Assoc. 


A  tenant  association 
within  the  housing 
development 


Dorchester  Dudley 
Council 


Concerned  v:ith  effec- 
tive cormnunity  action 
in  the  North  Dorchester- 
Roxbury  area 


Dorchester-Roxbury 
Line  Assn.  (Uphams 
Corner,  East) 


Concerned  v;ith  neighbor- 
hood improvement. 
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Fields  Corner  Neigh-   Concerned  with  general 
borhood  Assn.       community  improvements, 

I.e.,    civic  pride,  hous- 
ing, streets,  sidewalks. 

Meeting  House  Hill  ;Jorking  with  various 
Improvement  Assn.    city  departments  for 

improved  services 

Mt.  Bowdoin  Codman  Concerned  v/ith  better 
Action  Assn.        living  conditions. 

Ward  .14  Betterment   Neighborhood  improve- 

Assn.  (Meeting  House         ment. 

Hill  and  Codman 

Square,  North  Lome, 

Talbot,  Model 

Cities) 

In  addition  to  the  APAC  organizations  and 
the  DUNA  member  neighborhood  associations, 
there  are  many  other  groups  within  the 
Dorchester  study  area  whose  purpose  in- 
clude betterment  of  the  community.  A  few 
of  these  groups  are  the  Dorchester  Inter- 
agency Council  (coordination  of  community 
services),  Dorchester  Steering  Committee 
for  community  schools  (planning  for  new 
schools),  the  Dorchester  Clergy  Associa- 
tion and  the  Dorchester  Board  of  Trade 
(promotion  of  business  interests  and 
economic  development). 

3 .  The  Churches 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  valuable,  yet_ 
relatively  untapped  resources  for  community 
participation  and  organization,  are  the  many 
churches  in  the  study  area.    Predominant 
among  these  are  the  twelve  Roman  Catholic 
parishes  which  serve  the  heavily  Irish 
Catholic  population  and  continue  to  serve 
as  a  major  focal  point  of  community  life 
at  the  sub-neighborhood  level. 

4 .  S e ttlement  Houses 
The  Dorchester  Federation  of  Settle- 


me 


nt  Houses  composed  of  the  Denison  House, 
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Little  House  and  Dorchester  House;,  and 
the  Columbia  Point  Center  provide  not 
only  social  and  recreational  services  to 
the  community J  but  are  also  important 
elements  in  the  organizational  structure 
of  Dorchester.    In  this  capacity,  they 
have  often  been  vocal  advocates  for  neigh- 
borhood improvement.    Among  their  most 
recent  concerns  has  teen  the  Dorchester 
Federation's  interest  in  the  need  for  re- 
habilitation loans  for  local  homeowners 
and  better  housing  opportunities  for 
the  elderly. 


J.   EXTERNAL  INFLUENCES 

Like  any  area,  Dorchester  is  influenced 
by  plans  and  activities  V7hich  originate 
beyond,  and  often  have  purposes  external 
to,  its  boundaries.    Three  major  external 
influences  are  having,  or  will  have,  a 
significant  effect  on  Dorchester:  transpor- 
tation programs,  public  and  private  improve- 
ment programs  in  adjacent  neighborhoods, 
and  development  proposals  for  Columbia 
Point  and  Dorchester  Bay. 

1.   Transportation 

Dorchester  is  situated  in  a  heavily  travelled 
radial  corridor  of  conirauter  traffic  to  and 
from  downtown  Boston.   This  traffic  includes 
commuters  using  the  i3TA  rapid  transit  Red 
Line,  automobile  traffic  on  the  Southeast 
Expressv^ay  and  other  major  north- south  ar- 
teries through  the  district. 

Rapld_  Transit  Extension   The  nevj  South 
Shore  line,  now  under  construction,  which 
will  eventually  extend  to  Hingham  and  connect 
with  the  existing  line  at  the  Columbia  Sta- 
tion could  enhance  the  attractiveness  of  Dor- 
chester and  outlying  comjnunities  for  indus- 
trial development. 
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Proposed  Southwest  Expressway  and__Rapld 
Transit  Line 

The  proposed  Southwest  Expressway,  although 
located  west  of  Dorchester,  should  have 
effects  on  the  district.   It  should,  at 
least  initially  ease  through  traffic  volume 
on  several  major  arteries.    It  will  connect 
V7ith  the  proposed  Inner  Belt  which  will  join 
the  Southeast  Express'.va^^  on  the  northern 
edge  of  Dorchester.    '.fnen   completed,  this 
system  will  greatly  enhance  development 
possibilities  for  the  industrial  zone  in 
the  Southampton  area  by  providing  easy 
vehicular  access  from  almost  any  approach 
to  the  City. 


Penn  Central  Rallroad^lghx_of _Way 

The  Midland  Division  of  the  Penn-Central 
Railroad,  which  forms  the  western  boundary 
of  Dorchester,  is  presently  used  for 
freight  services  and  forms  a  significant 
boundary  between  Dorchester  and  the  eastern 
portion  of  Roxbury.     The  construction  of 
the  Southwest  Expressv.'ay  will  eliminate 
the  other  Penn-Central  right-of-way  and 
force  passenger  traffic  presently  using 
those  tracks  to  use  the  Midland  Division. 
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2 .   Xmprovement  Programs 

The  Model  Cities  Program.   Boston's  Model 
City  area  contains  approximately  60,000 
inhabitants  and  covers  a  large  portion  of 
Jamaica  Plain,  North  Dorchester,  and 
Roxbury  (excluding  the  VZashington  Park 
Urban  Renewal  Project) . 

The  Model  City  Program  is  a  combination 
of  physical  and  social  development  efforts 
which  v\?ill  attack  a  variety  of  problems 
facing  the  residents  of  the  area.   The 
physical  development  efforts  v/ill  concen- 
trate upon  rehabilitating  existing  housing 
and  providing  opportunities  for  resident 
ownership.   The  improvement  of  several 
existing  parks  and  playgrounds  and  the 
eventual  construction  of  new  recreational 
facilities  is  also  planned. 

The  Boston  Rehabilitation  Program .   This 
program  is  sponsored  by  FHA  which  provides 
lovz-'interest  loans  to  developers  for 
rehabilitating  existing  structures  for 
occupancy  by  middle-income  families.   Over 
600  units  under  this  program  are  located 
in  Dorchester.   Since  there  are  no  require- 
ments for  relocation  of  the  occupants, 
additional  pressures  are  put  on  the  hoiising 
market.   A  good  percentage  of  the  families 
displaced  by  the  Dorchester  program  v;ere 
relocated  \vithin  the  area.   In  addition, 
74  families  displaced  by  the  program  in 
other  areas  were  relocated  in  Dorchester. 
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3.   Colurabia  Point  -  Dorchester  Bay 

There  are  three  major  interrelated 
projects  now  being  considered  for 
Columbia  Point  and  Dorchester  Bay  which 
v;ould  significantly  affect  the  future 
developraent  of  the  Dorchester  planning 
area. 

Expo  Bo s t on  ,'76.   Boston's  proposal  as 
the  site  of  the  U.  S.  Bicentennial 
world  exposition  would  have  a  tremendous 
impact  on  the  Dorchester  area.   The 
site  is  located  in  the  Colu.^abia  Point, 
Thompson  Island  area  of  Dorchester  Bay. 
The  activities  associated  with  expo- 
sitions can  be  of  significant  econoraic 
benefit  to  the  area  .in  v;hich  they  are 
located.   This  benefit  includes  stimula- 
tion of  existing  and  new  businesses, 
and  expanded  job  opportunities.   In 
addition,  improved  transportation 
service  and  other  public  facilities 
can  be  beneficial  to  adjoining  areas. 

Nev/  Cornxnunity.    The  project  which 
would  have  the  largest  and  most  lasting 
impact  on  the  Dorchester  area  is  the 
proposal  for  the  development  of  a  nev; 
comraunity  to  be  located  in  the  Columbia 
Point-Dorchester  Bay  area.   If  both 
this  project  and  the  proposal  to 
locate  the  Boston  Campus  of  U.  Mass. 
were  undertaken,  they  could  be  mutually 
beneficial  by  providing  both  employment 
opportunities  and  a  housing  stock  in 
proximity  to  one  another. 

Campus  by  the  Sea.   The  University  of 
Massachusetts  is  considering  the 
location  of  its  $350  million  dollar  . 
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Boston  campus  on  the  vacant  land  at 
ColuriTloia  Point.   Vfith  its  anticipated 
enrollment  of  15,000  students  and  4,000 
faculty  and  staff,  it  will  bring  consi- 
derable economic  and  social  benefits 
to  the  Dorchester  area  including 
employment  possibilities  on  its  staff, 
and  in  the  construction  of  the  planned 
3.5  million  gross  square  feet  of 
buildings.   In  addition,  it  v/ill 
stimulate  local  businesses  as  v/ell  as 
other  cultural  and  social  benefits 
normally  associated  v;ith  a  university. 
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II.   CURRENT  PL"\NS 

There  are  several  iiaprovement  efforts 
underv/ay  in  Dorchester  at  the  present 
time.   A  brief  description  of  each 
follows : 

A.   CONCELTTRATSD  CODE  Ei\FORCSMEiSIT  AND  REHAB- 
ILITATION  PROGRAM 

A  large  portion  of  the  Fields  Corner 
neighborhood  has  been  outlined  as  a 
federally  aided  cor:'bined  rehabilitation 
and  code  enforcement  area.   The  area's 
boundaries  are  Melville  Avenue,  Adams 
Street,  Bov/doin  Street  and  Washington 
Street.   The  raain  purpose  of  th^  prograra 
is  to  conserve  areas  of  standard  housing 
by  jjroviding  lov;- interest ,  long-teria  loans 
for  rehabilitation  as  v;ell  as  public 
improvemsnts  such  as  new  streets,  side- 
v/alks,  tree  planting,  etc.   The  total 
program  v.'ill  cost  $4.3  m.illion.   Although 
the  project  has  been  approved  by  the 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment, the  Boston  Housing  Inspection 
Department,  v/hich  v/ill  administer  the 
progra_m,  is  still  av;aiting  funding. 

B.  INFILL  HOUSING  PROGRAM' 

The  main  purposes  of  Mayor  VThite's 
Infill  Housing  Program  is  to  increase 
the  supply  of  large  unit  housing  for  low 
and  middle  income  families  and  to  utilize 
vacant  city-ov/ned  properties.   The  program 
is  city-v.'ide  in  scope  and  several  potential 
sites  are  located  in  Dorchester.   Plans 
are  to  concentrate  the  first  units  in 
Charlestown,  South  End,  VJashington  Park, 
and  Dorchester. 

C.  TR-ANSPORTATION    IMPROVEMEITIS 

Several  street  improvements  such  as 
resurfacing,  better  lighting  and  new 
sidev/alks  are  planned  by  the  City's 
Piiblic  Works  Department.   The  only  new 
road  to  be  constructed  is  Elm  Lav/n  off 
Center  Street  in  Fields  Corner. 
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The   Ilassachusetts   Bay  Transportation 
Authority  plans   to  remodel   rapid   transit 
stations    at    Fields   Corner,    Colu-.ir^ia 
Station,    and   Shavraut   as   part   of   their 
current    improveraent   and   expansion   program. 

D.       CORf-IUNITY   FACILITi:3S    IMPROVEMENTS 

1.       Schools 

Three  nev/  schools  v;ill  bo  con- 
structed by  1970  and  v/ill  service  a 
portion  of  Dorchester. 

(a)  Hew  Marshall  School  -  a  new 
kindergarten  through  grade  5  school 
will  be  constructed  on  the  present  site 
of  the  l-!arshall  School  and  will  accom- 
modate 1,000  pupils.   Grade  5  v/ill  move 
to  Holmes  School  v/hich  will  be  designated 
as  a  middle  school. 

(b)  Olney  Street  School  -  a  nev; 
kindergarten  through  grade  5  school 
will  be  constructed  to  replace  the 
Gibson  and  Atherton  Schools  and  will 
also  accomraodate  1,000  pux^ils. 

(c)  Joseph  Lee  School  -  a  nev/ 
kindergarten  through  grade  5  v/ill  be 
constructed  to  replace  three  schools, 
the  Champlain,  the  VHiittier  and  th- 
Nightingale.   The  new  school  will  have 
a  pupil  capacity  of  1,100  and  will^be 
located  on  the  east  side  of  Franklin 
Field  on  Talbot  Avenue. 

2 .   Parks  and  Recreation 

The  follov/ing  parks  and  playgrounds 
are  scheduled  for  improvement  in  the 
1963  Urban  Beautif ication  Parogram 
Application  approved  by  City  Council. 

1958   Columbus  Park-  (adjacent  to 
planning  area) 

$20,000  for  design,  reconstruction 
of  playfields,  landscaping. 
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1969    Franklin  Field  (adjacent  to 
planning  area) 

$40,000  for  design,  reconstruction 
of  play fields,  landscaping  and 
tennis  courts. 

1969  Gibson-Doherty  Playground 
$30,000  for  design,  landscaping 
and  play  apparatus. 

1970  Ronan  Park 


$50,000  for  design  landscaping  and 
play  apparatus. 

1970    Savin  Hill  Park 

$25,000  for  design  and  landscaping. 

3 .   Libraries 

The  existing  Fields  Corner  library  is 
being  replaced  by  a  building  under  constructii 
at  the  corner  of  Park  Street  and  Dorcheslac 
Avenue.   In  addition,  the  Mt .  Bowdoin 
Branch,  nov;  in  rented  space,  v/ill  be 
replaced  by  a  new  library  in  Grove  Hall 
v/hen  it  is  constructed. 

E  .   Social  Programs  Underv/ay 

Prograras  under^'/ay  include  job  training 
centers,  tutorial  programs,  child  care 
centers,  i.e.,  nursery  schools  and 
kindergartens  for  children  of  working 
mothers.   There  are  also  hospital 
facilities  for  physical  and  psychiatric 
care,  treatment  of  drug  cases  and  care 
of  emotionally  disturbed  children.   A 
variety  of  social  service  centers  and 
information  centers  such  as  the  Dor- 
chester House  are  also  in  existence. 
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CONCLUSION 


While  it  is  evident  that  Dorchester 
neighborhoods  have  many  resources  v/hich 
are  assets  to  the  cor.ununity,  it  is  just 
as  evident  that  there  are  as  many  problems 
which  are  neighborhood  liabilities.   In 
order  to  preserve  Dorchester  as  a  sound 
and  viable  community,  it  is  necessary  to 
undertake  actions  v;hich  meet  immediate 
needs ^  v;hile  developing  longer  range 
plans  for  prograramed  improvement  of  the 
coramunity . 

This  report  represents  a  first  step  in 
determining  problem  greas.   The  next  step 
involves  formation  of  a  Citizen's  Planning 
Council  to  detail  the  problems^ establish 
priorities  and  determine  problem 
solving  actions. 
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